18 o Expedition

66

The Jar Makers Of MARiA VOYATZOGLOU
Thrapsano
in Grete

THE VENDEMA A~

Thrapsano isa v111age of about 1500 in-’ tab e?the‘“dr'ésmg and the "mﬂkmg. ~
habitants in the province of Pediada, 30 kilo- 3. The Wheeler; sitting opposite the Master,: G
meters from Herakleion. It is known all over ~ but at a lower level: he turns the (hand-op
Crete as the vﬂlage of the jar makers. Every ated) turntable. The Wheeler also'acts as
year guilds of jar makers set out from Thrap- Kiln-man, whose }ob is to set the wares m th
sano to settle in other parts of&éte;where kiln, cover it, build up the kiln door and reg-
they make and sell jars-during the th - ulate the duration and intensity of the fire. =,
mer months. This system of worFT'Ealled?’ 4. The Clay Worker: he has to pound and sig

*vendema and those who take part in it are the dry ¢lay for the jars. During the first :
caﬂed the.yendemaroim,, . sz alt the members of the guild hélp the Clay¥ . -

The v%dema egins on May 21stand " Worker in order to producg without delay the: %
lasts till Se embe 4th. The}‘}parture of the quantity of clay required to begin work. - { )
groups of j armakers from Thrapsano takesa 5. The Woodcautter: he cuts faggots for the fir-
festive aspect’&The guilds separate as soon as  ing of the kiln and loadx the bundles onthe -

they‘bome out of the village, each taking a pack animals. *-
different direction to reach its destination. ~ ~ 6. The Carrier: he Ermgs the faggots and the ‘
Each'guild stays’ I.hroughout the summer dry clay from the hills, loaded on the Master’s*,
months at the same place and sells the jarsit _ animals. He also brings the jars to the buyer's.:
makes to the peoﬁle of the neighboring dis- house, two on each pack ammgﬂ and provides %
trictABout 30 or 35 guilds used to set out - water forthe slakmg of the jars to prove that

# from Thrapsano in the past, about two hun- .- they are sound. -
dred men, that is, approximately hal! the maﬂe ——— When a guild has a‘mved at the site w
population oLlha.vﬂIage” it plans to work, the Master negotiates the'

The guild consists of six techmcl renting of the field where the workshop is to
members: 4 2 be put up. The most suitable field is the one
1. The Master Potter: he is the chief crafigman which-oifers the three essential materials re-
He is a master at shaping the jar; it is he who  quired for their work: clay, water and fuel. .
plcks the craftsmen, who are called pourgoi. They build the kiln or repair the old kiln,
He is also the business manager of the gmld if there is'one. They put up huts made of tree
2. The Second Master: he is the exclusive branches, where they can have their meals
assxstant o the Master. He prepares’ﬁid lays  and take arest Of all the work involved in
out the coils on each separate “brim” ;nd also ceramics, only the kneading can be done in*

does the ﬁrstw side the hut. The turntables are put up in thes.
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